A non-profit corporation to 

promote the preservation and 
development of buildings of 

historical and architectural 
S.gnificance in New London, 

Connecticut, beginning with 

Union Railroad Station. 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR 


Saturday, June 7, 5:15-6:30 
The 102 Yale/Harvard Regatta on the Thames 
River. Finish line - Gold Star Bridge. 


Sunday, June 8, 2-5 p.m. 
LIVING IN NEW LONDON-Nineteenth Century 


Homes Today. A house tour featuring the re- 
stored homes near the downtown. Beginning 

at Saint James Church, corner of Federal and 
Huntington Streets. Tickets $5 day of tour, 
$4 advance sale. Send check, payable to 
NLL-URST, and stamped, self-addressed envelope 
to: Zalma Shenfield, 116 Viets Street, Apt. 
C9, New London, 06320. 

More details on Page 2 


Saturday, June 14, 1-4 p.m. 
HOW HEALTHY IS YOUR HOUSE? Find out FREE 


at a workshop at the Public Library of New 
London. For more information, see the article 
on Page 8. 


Saturday, June 14, 4:15 p.m. 
And every Saturday thereafter! Walking 


Tour of Bank Street. Trained guides will 
highlight the history and architecture of 
this street in our popular tour during a 
leisurely 1 1/4 hour walk. $3 person, 


$1.50 members. Continued on Page 8 
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442-0003 
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IT'S A LANDMARK 


At the time of his death in 1893, Edward Prest 
had acquired all the land between what we know 
today as Jefferson Avenue, Blackhall Street 
and Williams Street. Prest, a stonemason, 
used most of it for his stoneyard, and two 
lovely stone homes on Prest Street are attri- 
buted to him. 


In 1894, his heirs began selling off the land 
in pieces. One of thefirst to be sold was 

a small chunk of property on the corner of 
Garfield Avenue and Williams Street. Addie 
Lyon and her husband, Irvin, then built their 
home where they lived for the remainder of 
their lives. 


Irvin U. Lyon was a carpenter and builder, 
and it is likely that he build his own hone, 
which is pictured in his advertisement in the 
1909 City Directory. 


Lyon's home served as a showpiece for his 
trade. It is a vernacular rendition of the 
Queen Anne style, with Eastlake details 
throughout. The walls are horsehair plaster, 
the floors are hardwood. Ail the interior 
woodwork is oak, with elaborate ornamentation. 
The veranda, with it's turned porch posts 

and spindle-like balusters, is typical of the 
Eastlake style popular in the 1890's. A 
beautiful overmantel with oaken spindles tops 
a tile-framed fireplace. 


In 1915, the house was sold to the Henry 
Wickstrom's by Lyon's heirs. It remained in 
the Wickstrom family for the next 65 years, 
when it was sold to the current owners, Roy 
and Carolyn McCall. The McCalls plan to re- 
store the home, and are fortunate that the 
house waS always cared for. 


Some of the interesting features of the house 
are a stepped radiator in the front hall- 
way alongside the staircase, a copper bath- 
tub, and marble wet~-bar in the dining room. 


Continued on Page 3 


LIVING IN NEW LONDON -2- 
Sunday, June 8, New London Landmarks will 
sponsor a house tour of the beautifully re- 
stored homes on the perimeter of the down- 

town section of New London. We will explore 
the architectural and historic backgrounds of 
these neighborhoods. 


The tour will begin at Saint James Church, 

on the corner of Huntington and Federal 
Streets. Programs and maps will be available 
at the church, as the tour is self-guided. 
All homes are within walking distance, and 
there is ample free parking near the church. 


Many of the houses on the tour have been given 
much local publicity because of their re- 

cent restoration. 110 Hempstead Street, the 
home of Philip Van Brunt and Ward Young, is 
one of the best remaining examples of the 
Tuscan Villa Style in the city. 


Edward Matesic's home at 7 Prospect Street, 
sits amidst a charming street of Greek Re- 
vival homes. Changes made over the years 

are evident on many- a lovely Italianate 
porch and bay window were added several de- 
cades after this house was built in the 1830's. 


The Tudor Revival home of Dr. and Mrs. Shipman 
was restored by its owners, Michael Shapiro 
and Robert Reardon, and now houses their 

law office and several apartments. Next 

door, the Georgian Revival home of Dr. Richard 
Morris has been restored for reuse as offices. 


Altogether, there are seven buildings on the 
tour, including 50 Williams Street, featured 
in "It's A Landmark" in this issue. 


Sharon Churchill is chairman of the tour. Mary 
Mecagni is in charge of flowers; Diane Smith, 
refreshments; and Zalma Shenfield, reserva- 
tions. House chairman for the individual 
buildings are: Al Dewire, Winnie Josephson, 
Jennie Kalil, Sheila Logan, Gen Rafferty, 
Zelda Rakoff, and Martha Williams. 


Tickets are available at Saint James on the 
day of the tour for $5 each. They are $4 in 
advance, from Zalma Shenfield, 116 Viets 
Street, C-9, New London, 06320. The tour is 
from 2 - 5 p.m. 


Anyone interested in hosting the day of the 
tour is urged to call Sharon Churchill 
at 442-0003, or one of the house chairmen. 


TWTERVIEW WITH A PRESERVATIONIST 


ClaireDale was the primer mover behind saving 
New London's Union Station, and basically the 
founder of the preservation movement in New 
Iondon. NLL-URST Inc. wanted to know what 
strengths, attitudes, and strategies she felt 
led to her success. 


The work of preservationists most often in- 
volves swaying public opinion and thus in- 
fluencing the actions of politicians. "Any 
politician needs a number of vocal people 

on his or her side. A politician may not 
need 51% majority behind his every move but 
he or she needs a good number of people with 
vested interest in any action he takes." 
That's why Mrs. Dale worked hard to obtain 
public backing for her cause and at the same 
time to find an economically feasible alter- 
native to demolition. 


She said she always worked on the basic as- 
sumption that the Redevelopment Agency and 
Commissioners were intelligent men who had 
amended their plans before and would do so 
again if sufficient information and practical 
plans could be given to them. She said she 
spoke not as an "angry" woman, but rather as 
a "reasonable" woman trying to get objective 
facts before an irrevocable act of demolition 
could take place. 


Says Mrs. Dale: "I think that the strongest 
force in changing public opinion was the local 
paper. You can't sway the general public 
without newspaper support. No matter how @ 
objective the newspapers try to be, editor- 
ial policy influences what gets printed and 
how the public sees events. 


At fixst the paper was against preservation. 
"The way they reported on the Open House I 
organized at the station was terribly discour- 
aging. Half the article consisted of an 
interview with a councilor who was against 
preservation. It was the reporters not the 
editorial staff, who finally came to our 


rescue." 
Contimied on Pade 46 


THE PRESERVATION WATCH 


The carriage house on Cottage Street has 
often been discussed in our newsletter. 

It figured prominently in this same column 
one year ago, when misgivings were ex- 
pressed about the proposed courthouse 
expansion. It was featured in the "It's 
A Landmark" column in the last issue, 
drawing much concern from our membership. 
Tt is a timely concern, even more so as 
the date draws closer for its demolition. 


The State has demonstrated a lack of sensi- 
tivity to the neighborhood in all its plans 
todate. At the May 8, meeting of the Board 
of Directors of NLL-URST, it was decided 
that the State did not live up to the 
requirements of recent legislation and 
directives, and that our organization 
should register official protests. 


The following is excerpted from a letter 
dated May 11, 1980, to Anthony Milano, 
Secretary of the Office of Policy and 
Management forthe State of Connecticut. 
Tt was written by Dale Plummer, President 
of Landmarks, as directed by the Board. 


"New London Landmarks-Union Railroad Sat- 
tion Trust, Inc. believes that the Capital 
Development Impact Statement for the new 
courthouse in New London does not meet 

the requirements of Public Act 79-607, 

an Act Concerning Urban Action, nor the 
Governor's Executive Order No. 20 of 
March 9, 1978. 


The guidelines for the Capital Development 
Impact Statement as outlined in Executive 
Order No. 20, states: 


The Secretary of the Office of Policy 
and Management and the Commissioner of 
Administrative Services shall pur- 

sue a policy, in developing the Pro- 
posed Facility Plan, of locating future 
State facilities and personnel in 

older structures which have the poten- 
tial of being rehabilitated and con- 
served. Furthermore, the Bond Conmission 
shall take into account in its delibera- 
tions these goals. 


There has been no consideration of possible 
rehabilitation of the structures acquired by 
the State for this project, nor has the 
feasibility of reuse of other buildings 
within the City of New London been ex- 
plored. Clearly this is contrary to the in- 
tent of this legislation. 


While the impact on historic structures is 
not specifically cited as a criterion for 
the Capital Development Impact Statement, 
it is obvious that the quality of life in 
urban areas is germane, and that this is 
affected by buildings of historic and 


architectural merit....several buildings on 
the site of the courthouse facilities are 
of exceptional value....These factors have 


not been discussed in the statement. 


Furthermore, many of the assertions made in 
the statement are unsupported. That “most 
of the site has been cleared for some time 
and the one residential property is an 
extremely run-down structure," does not 
reveal that at least six buildings have 
been acquired or are in the process of ac- 
quisition, two of which are residential. 


That the new courthouse "will not adversely 
affect the sense of community" because of the 
cleared nature of the site is not supported 
adequately. The location is a critical one 
overlooking the downtown. The effect of the 
project on the Downtown New London National 
Register District, the Public Library of 

New London, and the old courthouse itself, 

is not addressed sufficiently. The dis- 
location of businesses and residents, as well 
as an entire church congregation, for the 
facility, is not even mentioned! 


....The Capital Development Impact Statement 
is inadequate and meets neither the require- 
ments nor the intention of the legislation 
authorizing it. We request that a more 
thorough study be prepared, with particular 
attention to the properties on the site and 
the impact of the courthouse development 

on the historic and architectural character 
of these; (and that) the feasibility of 
reuse of these structures receive careful 
consideration." 


# # # 
Continued from page 1 


The McCalls also found two family albums 
that may have belonged to the Lyons, along 


with the photo-engraving at the left, which 
may have been the very one that Irvin Lyon 


used in his advertising. 


ESE 


PHYSICAL INVESTIGATION OF AN OLD BUILDING 


A thorough knowledge of the physical condi- 
tion of a building should precede its pur- 
chase or rehabilitation. Rehabilitating 
an old building can be a rewarding experi- 
ence, if unanticipated problems do not 
arise. In investigating a building, a 
property owner should consider the ser- 
vices of a building inspector, architect, 
or engineer experienced in preservation. 

A professional can be especially useful 

to his client in his ability to prioritize 
any needed repairs. 


Inspection is usually a dirty job; dress 
accordingly. Basic tools are a flash- 
light, plumb bob, sharp probe (awl or ice- 
pick), hammer, pen knife, screwdriver, - 
pencils, and paper. Start with an examina- 
tion of the exterior; then proceed fram 
basement to attic on the interior. Through- 
out the inspection, remember that the ulti- 
mate cause of most decay in buildings is 
moisture. 


Exterior Walls 


On masonry walls, check first for general 
plumbness; look for bulges or major verti- 
cal or diagonal cracking. Cracks or lean- 
ing may not be important if they are no 
longer active conditions; however, if 
they appear severe, the opinion of a pro- 
fessional should be sought. Check also 
the tops of parapet walls, and look out 
the windows for any cracks in lintels; 
separation between the window frame and 
masonry opening is an ideal place for 
decay to start. Inspect the mortar; old 
deteriorated mortar must be replaced with 
compatible new mortar mixes. 


Rising damp, a result of poor soil drainage, 
can be a serious problem in masonry walls 
and foundations. Common signs of this 
problem are spalling and deposits of white 
salts--efflorescence--on the wall surface, 
near the ground. If the problem is exten- 
sive, a new drainage system may be required. 
Efflorescence may also occur near leaking 
gutters. 


FOR THE PROPERTY OWNER 


AIO 


Wood Decay 


Woodwork should be carefully checked for 
fungal decay, caused by moisture and evi- 
denced by paint failure, water stains, rust 
stains around nails, surface mold, raised 
nails (indicating expansion and contraction 
of wood), or light or brownish discolorations 
(especially when covered with fine black 
lines). In advanced states of decay, spongy 
growths will appear on the surface, and the 
wood may be severely cracked and reduced 

in sections. Areas especially susceptible 
to fungal decay are sills and window sash, 
eaves and soffits, areas where the end 
grain of the wood is exposed (at corners 

and around windows), and areas where roof 
runoff splashes. Porches, because of their 
constant exposure, are particulary suscep- 
tible to decay. 


Check for signs of termite and beetle in- 
festation. Infested wood may show few 
Signs of decay, since the exterior surface 
is generally left undisturbed. Probe wood 
with a pen knife. Look for termite shelter 
tubes, frass (wood dust), and flight holes. 
Termite attack may be inactive, but if 

any evidence exists, an expert should be 
called in. 


Foundations and Basements 


Check the entire perimeter of the foundation, 
probing sill and joint ends. Damp crawl 
spaces or floor joists and sills laid 
directly on grade should be immediately 
Suspect. Check the joists, floor boards, and 
wooden members for signs of insect attack. 
Cracks in the foundation should be repaired 
to help prevent the entrance of termites. @ 
Compare the level of the ground to the 

level of the floor joists. Soil above the 
bottom of the joists makes it easier for 
moisture to enter the foundation and cause 
rot. Tree roots are a conmon cause of un- 
equal settlement in foundations. Bear in 
mind that roots can extend to 1-1 1/2 times 
the height of the tree. If the basement walls 
have numerous or severe settlement cracks, 
there may be structural problems, and an 
engineer should be consulted. 


ior ces 

Check each room systematically, one wall at 
a time. Any dampness in interior walls 
should be investigated as to the cause 

and correlated with the exterior inspection. 
If the plaster is wet and the problem 
ap,ears long standing, the lath should be 
checked for fungal decay. 


Major cracking at corners should be com- 
paired with movements of exterior walls. 
Plaster which yields to pressure may indi- 
cate separation of the key connecting 
plaster and lath and will require removal 
and re-plastering. 


Door frames which are not square and floors 
which slope or have separated from the base- 
board may be evidence of settlement problems. 
Buckled flooring may indicate condensation 
problems above wet crawl Spaces or basements. 
A second layer of flooring may hide decay 

in the first layer. Check around plumbing 
and heating fixtures for signs of decay 

in floors and walls. Windows should be 
examinined for ease of operation and water 
damage. Staircases may require repair if 
they are pulled away from the wall, show 
gaps between treads and risers, or creak. 


In the attic or top floor roooms, check 
upper walls for moisture. The end of 
ceiling joists and the underside of roof 
boards should be checked for leaks and 
decay. 


Roofs 


Check particularly where vertical sur- 
faces, such as chimneys, dormers, and 
parapet walls, break through the roof 
surface. Large areas of tar on the flash- 
ing is indicative of past problems which 
have not been satisfactorily repaired. 


Lumps, bubbles, and cracking in asphalt 
flat roofs are signs of trouble, as are 
wooden shingles and asphalt shingles 
which are broken or thin at the edges. 
Bi oken or missing slate will require re- 
pair, although the failure may be caused 
only by rusted nails; serious considera- 
tion should be given to reusing this ex- 
cellent and decorative material. 


Mechanical Systems 


Plumbing, wiring, and heating systems should 
be inspected; the services of a professional 
are ususally required. In many old buildings 
existing mechanical systems are inadequate 
and perhaps dangerous. 


For further advice, an Inspection Checklist for 
Vintage Houses is available free from the Old- 
House Journal, 69-A Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York 11217. 


The next column in this series will discuss 
"Discovering the History of an Old Building." 


This column was prepared by Robert N. Pierpont, 
building conservation and materials consultant, 
for the Preservation League of New York State 


_with funding from the New York State Council 


on the Arts. Copyright 1978. Distribution 
in Connecticut is by the Connecticut Trust 
for Historic Preservation and is funded in 
part by the Connecticut Historical Commission 
through a U.S. Department of the Interior 
grant. 
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This schematic drawing of an early nineteenth 
century house illustrates some potential areas 
of decay which should be investigated before 
beginning the rehabilitation of an old building. 
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COMMON PROBLEMS IN THE BASEMENT 


Many potential problems of decay emanate from 
the basement area of an old building. Before 
beginning any rehabilitation effort, these 
problems should be thoroughly investigated 
and eliminated. 


Continued from Page 2 


Mrs. Dale explained that she was able 

to see the station's potential because 

she had seen marvelous examples of re- 
furbished buildings in other cities. 

"I always thought I had imagination, 

but I think I needed to be shown what 
could be done with an old building to 
make it usable and aesthetically pleasing 
for today's use. If I hadn't seen similar 
projects already in effect elsewhere, I 
don't think I would have fought so hard 
for the station. I had the opportunity 

to go to Europe twice. First to Amsterdam, 
and then Munich." 


In Amsterdam, there was an art museum 
and in Munich, a church, both of which 
had been bombed. The outsides of both 
buildings remained intact, while their 
interiors had had to be gutted. The 
buildings were renovated and in their 
refurbished state, I found them beauti- 
fui 


"They combined the lavish use of space, 
something no longer done in modern 
architecture, with new materials, skill- 
ful use of wood and textures which made 
the buildings more beautiful than if 
they'd been all old or all new." 


"T'd also been greatly impressed by the 
old City Hall in Boston which had been re- 
novated by Notter Associates. They made 
a four story building into six floors to 
make it more economically viable. In 
this way the building paid for itself in 
a short time. They used beautiful new 
materials similar to the station - all 
the windows were deep set with wood 
frames. Everywhere was skillful use of 
wood and textures. The offices of each 
floor were different. 


"This was long before I became personally in- 


volved with this group. When they first 
contacted me concerning the station, I re- 
membered admiring their work. I could see 
they wouldn't do a shoddy job here in New 
London." 


From her own experience, Mrs. Dale decided 


that the best strategy for educating the pub- 
lic was by letting people see for themselves. 


And this was a vital part of Mrs. Dale's 
effort in saving the railroad station. In 
May 1974, she organized an exhibit on the 
upper floor of the railroad station. It 


consisted of photographs from a touring exhi- 


bit produced by the Connecticut Commission 
of the Arts called Three Hundred Years of 
Connecticut History. There were thirty 
photos of New London buildings that had been 
torn down for urban renewal. 


About 700 people came to the open house. 
saw the second floor of the station for the 
first time. "Most of all, people remembered 
the buildings pictured in the exhibit. And 
it wrung their hearts to think of the empty 
plots of rubble which had replaced them due 
to urban redevelopment." 


"I guess the reason I was suitable to lead 


the movement was that, unlike professors con- 


nected with the college, I was willing to 
be public about my views. Unlike the art 
historians who protested the impending 
demolition, I had been a resident of New 
London for 30 years." 


"T knew we needed a practical recycling use 
for the station to convince the local busi- 
nessmen." What made the building work was 
the economics of preservation. 


Today the same holds true for New London 
Landmarks' goals - educating the public 
through tours and demonstrate both the 
economics and the aesthetic values of pre- 
servation by showing what people have actu- 
ally done with old buildings. 


Jill Wasserman 


If you are concerned with the rising cost 
of fuels and unsure of your options for 
reducing the costs of heating your restored 
home, consider calling the Energy Specialists 
of American Energy Systems. 


American Energy Systems 


Consultation and Complete Energy Assessment 
for the Historic Homeowner 


203 °442-4663 


mar, N 


Home Energy Survey 


220 Montauk Avenue 
New London 
Connecticut 06320 


Many 


WRITE YOUR CONGRESSMAN! 1! 


Historic Preservation is facing a crisis in 
Congress in two separate matters - the Histor- 
ic Preservation Fund and the National Heri- 
tage Act. 


a@hough preservation is being recognized 
increasingly as a solution to many of the 
economic woes that beset American cities 

and towns, the Administration has impounded 
$16.5 million of this year's appropriation 
of $55 million from the Historic Preservation 
Fund, and asked Congress to rescind that 
amount from its budget. 


One local result - a $20,000 grant for the 
exterior restoration of the Lena Building 
downtown has been withheld, endangering a 
project many times that value. 


In addition, the Administration's appropri- 
ation for fiscal year 1981 has been revised 
downward by 55%! If these cuts occur, 
preservation in Connecticut, already under- 
funded, will be virtually non-existent. 


Preservationists have performed well with 
appropriations in the past, generating far 
more in private investment than the sums 
made available by the Federal government. 
Such severe reductions in funding, however, 
threaten the very existence of programs 
Which have proved beneficial to the economy 
and to emplovment. 


The National Heritage Act facing Congress is 
also of great importance. ‘The cultural 
resources, both historic and architectural, 
which the National Register of Historic 
Places identifies, are as fragile as the 


Washington, D.C. 


natural ecosystem, and unlike a forest 
cannot regenerate. 


It is imperative that the more comprehensive 


protection of our heritage by this Act 


should be enacted. It would make little 
sense to inventory our resources through the 


National Register, without extending con- 
comitant protection. 


So write your congressman! Tell them Yes - 
you support the National Heritage Act, and 
ask them to restore the appropriations held 
back by the Administration. 


The Hon. Abraham Ribicoff 
Senate Office Building, Suite 337 
20510 


The Hon. Lowell Weicker 
Senate Office Building, Suite 313 
Washington, D.C. 


20510 


The Hon. Christopher Dodd 
Canon Office Building, Room 244 


Washington, D.C. 20515 
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MEMBERSHIP CATEGORTES 


Student/Senior Citizen S75 
Individual 10 
Family 25 
Business 25 
® 
I enclose remittance for $ for 


Contributor 6.25 
Patron 50 
Life 150 


membership (s) in 


NEW LONDON LANDMARKS-UNION RATLROAD STATION TRUST, Inc. 


Name 


Address 


Return to: 
P.O. 


NLL-URST, Inc. 
Box 1134 
New London, CT 


Phone 


06320 


FREE HOMBOWNER'S WORKSHOP PLANNED 
FIRST IN STATE 


New London Landmarks and the Connecticut 
Historical Commission are co-sponsoring a 
workshop for homeowners on Saturday, June 14 
from 1-4 p.m. at the Public Library of New 
London. 


Thomas Fisher, a historical architect with the 
Commission, will lead the workshop. He will 
discuss common problems encountered in old 
buildings. Also participating will be Mark 
Grogan, residential energy specialist and owner 
of American Energy Systems. He will be able 

to answer questions concerning retrofitting 
older homes for energy conservation. 


Copies of "Preservation Briefs" will be 
available for distribution. These are 4-8 

page pamphlets published by the Technical 
Services Division of the Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service of the Department of 

the Interior. They offer technical advice 

and information on specific aspects of build- 
ing repair, including cleaning masonry, re- 
pointing mortar, conserving energy and aluminum 
and vinyl sidings. 


This is a pilot program that the Historical 
Commission hopes to duplicate in other regions 
of the State in coordination with local pre- 
servation organizations. Fisher planned the 


June 14 program assisted by Sharon Churchill 
of Landmarks in setting up the workshop in 
the southeastern Connecticut area. 


RICHARD L. HUMPHREVILLE 


-Restorer of Period Furniture 
Builder of Fine Reproductions 


442-7466 or 442-5003 


NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following to our membership: 


Margo Carter - Old Lyme 

Jeanette Celentano - New London 
Margaret Cochran - Stonington 

Avner Gregory - New London 

Carl Josephson ~- Waterford 

lee Krantz - New London 

John and Linda Paskewich - New London 
Anna Skory - New London 

Margaret Swenson - Waterford 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR Continued 


Saturday, July 12, Raindate-Sunday, July 13 


Box lunch auction at Riverside Park off 
Crystal Avenue. Pack a picnic lunch for two - 
make it as fancy as you like - then donate it 
to Landmarks to action off ala "Oklahoma" 
style. The proceeds will be used to further 
our ongoing activities and projects. Come 
explore one of New London's lovliest and most 
under-utilized parks, laid out in Victorian 
fashion with riverfront acreage and winding, 
landscaped paths in the style of Frederick Law 
Olmstead. Call 442-0003 for details. 


Sunday, August 24 
Fun and Games on the Thames Annual Flotsam 


and Jetsam Raft Race. Anyone interested in 
helping with a float for New London Landmarks? 
Call 442-0003 and pitch in! 


Saturday, September 27 
Save this date for NLL-URST's next bus trip. 


Everyone who came on the Providence trip will 
attest to the high quality of Landmarks' tours. 
More information in the next issue of this 
newsletter. 


NLL-URST,Inc. 
Pv eQ. Box 1134 
New London, CT 06320 
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